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The Project 
Maureen Joy Charter School has the opportunity to 
move into the historic YE Smith school building in 
North East Central Durham near the corner of Driver 
and Main Streets by August 2013. Our partner in this 
project, Self-Help, plans to acquire the property, fully 
renovate it and lease it to us.  We believe this project 
will help make our school stronger and provide a better 
education for our students.   
 
The currently vacant 48,000 square foot former YE 
Smith school was built in 1910 and expanded in the 
1920s. By renovating the historic building and moving 
into the new campus, the students of Maureen Joy will 
be positively impacted in many ways. The new facility 
will allow Maureen Joy to offer an even better 
educational experience to our students by providing 
more classroom space and amenities like a full library, 
science labs, a larger cafeteria, an auditorium for school 
functions, a playground, and in the future a gymnasium.  
The school is also closer to the students we serve than 
our current campus, allowing for better transportation. 
 
Our goal remains to give our students the academic 
and character skills necessary to succeed in high school, 
college, and the competitive world beyond.  We believe 
that this new location will allow us to achieve this 
mission more efficiently and effectively, and we look 
forward to hearing feedback from parents and others in 
the community. 
 

Historic YE Smith School 
The historic YE Smith school and an adjacent lot 
include 2.83 acres between Driver Street and Guthrie 
Avenue, just south of Main Street.  The building served 
as the area’s main public school until 1967. Afterwards, 
it was used to serve children with disabilities and then as a sheltered workshop.  In 1998, local non-
profit TROSA acquired the building and Self-Help has arranged to purchase the property from 
them. Self-Help has a long track record of working with charter schools and renovating historic 
properties, and is working with Durham’s Belk Architecture, one of the state’s leading firms for 
renovating historic properties. 




